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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, GW, GE 

SUBJECT: KOHL-GENSCHER MEETING - AFTER TWO YEARS 

1 . FRG FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER RECEIVED MICHAEL 
KOHL, HEAD OF THE GDR PERMANENT REPRESENTATION TO THE 
FRG, FOR AN OFFICIAL CALL ON AUGUST 27. IT WAS THEIR 
FIRST MEETING SINCE KOHL ARRIVED IN BONN IN 1974. 

2. THE TWO YEAR DELAY WAS OCCASIONED BY THE FACT THAT, 

IN THE FRG, COMPETENCE FOR BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE TWO GERMAN STATES RESTS WITH THE INNER-GERMAN AFFAIRS 
MINISTRY, RATHER THAN WITH THE FONOFF (ALTHOUGH RELATIONS 
IN MULTILATERAL FORA, E.G., UN, CSCE, MAY BE DEALT 

WITH BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE). THIS VIEW, OF COURSE, RUNS 
COUNTER TO THE GDR POSITION THAT THE FRG-GDR RELATION- 
SHIP IS BETWEEN TWO EQUAL SOVEREIGN STATES. GENSCHER 
HAD REFUSED TO RECEIVE KOHL UNTIL HE 

FIRST C AILED UPON INNER-GERMAN AFFAIRS MINISTER FRANKE. 
KOHL'S TWO-YEAR REFUSAL TO DO SO LED TO THE IMPASSE. 
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SOME CONSIDERATION HAD BEEN GIVEN TO A POSSIBLE KOHL- 
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GENSCHER MEETING IN GENSCHER'S OFFICE AT FDP HEADQUARTERS 
IF KOHL CONTINUED TO HOLD OUT. 

3. THE LOG JAM BROKE WHEN KOHL MET WITH FRANKE IN JUNE. 
NEVERTHELESS, GENSCHER WAS STILL RELUCTANT. GENSCHER'S 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT, KINKEL, HAS TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE 
THAT CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT PERSONALLY CALLED GENSCHER AND 
URGED HIM TO SEE KOHL QUICKLY. GENSCHER DECIDED TO DO 
SO, BUT TO TREAT THE MEETING AS A COURTESY CALL WITH 
NO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION. THE MEETING FINALLY OCCURRED 
ON AUGUST 27 AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE, ALTHOUGH ONE SOURCE 
TOLD US THAT FDP HEADQUARTERS HAD STILL BEEN UNDER 
CONSIDERATION AS A POSSIBLE SITE. IF SO, WE ASSUME THAT 
KOHL REFUSED AND HELD OUT FOR FULL TREATMENT AS AN 
AMBASSADOR IN ALL BUT NAME, BY BEING RECEIVED AT THE 
FONOFF. 
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4. AT THE AUGUST 31 BONN GROUP MEETING, FRG REP (HENZE) 
BRIEFED ALIIED REPS ON THE MEETING. SUBSTANCE WAS 
DISCUSSED INCLUDING, IN AN OBLIQUE MANNER, THE BORDER 
AND TRANSIT INCIDENTS. HENZE NOTED THE FOLLOWING 
SUBJECTS: 

- GENSCHER INFORMED KOHL CONCERNING THE FRG 
RESOLUTIONS ON TERRORISM AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
PLANNED FOR THE UNGA. 

- GENSCHER SAID THE PURPOSE OF THE CSCE FOLLOW- 
UP MEETING IN BELGRADE WOULD BE TO DRAW UP A 
BALANCE SHEET ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT. 

- GENSCHER SAID THAT THE TURNBACK OF THE STERN- 
FAHRT BUSSES ON AUGUST 13 BY GDR AUTHORITIES 
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WAS A VIOLATION OF THE TRANSIT AGREEMENT. 

HENZE SAID THAT AS THE FOREIGN OFFICE IS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE 
GDR, GENSCHER COULD ONLY SPEAK IN A GENERAL 
WAY OF THE TRANSIT PROBLEM. NEVERTHELESS, 

IN HIS CAPACITY AS VICE CHANCELLOR HE WAS 
ABLE TO MAKE CLEAR THE POSITION OF THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT ON THE INCIDENT. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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